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Rescuing America’s children from prostitution

Statement of Dr. Lois Lee, Founder and President of Children of the Night:

It's a sad day for America's children victimized by prostitution. Today, relenting to
government pressure, Backpage.com shuttered its adult category. The Senate Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations has thereby dismantled three vital resources that helped
rescue and helped children recover from lives in prostitution.
First gone is the active outreach to victimized children to provide rescue, a home
and schooling. Ads for Children of the Night and our 24/7 rescue hotline were featured
prominently on Backpage, and became the highest source of our calls and increased the
numbers of children coming to us for rescue. This resource for children in need to easily find
us has been extinguished.
Also gone is a critical investigative tool depended on by America's vice detectives and
agents in the field to locate and recover missing children and to arrest and successfully
prosecute the pimps who prostitute children. I work with these law enforcement officers
every day and have for over thirty years. The ability to search for and track potentially
exploited children on a website and have the website bend over backwards to help and
cooperate with police the way Backpage did was totally unique. It not only made law
enforcement's job easier, it made them much more effective at rescuing kids and
convicting pimps.
Finally, since we met four years ago and members of Backpage's ownership
and management came to Children of the Night, toured our shelter and school, and met with
our children and heard their stories of rape and abuse, Backpage has been a dependable
supporter. They have enabled children from all around the country to come to us and stay
with us to put their lives back together and become doctors, lawyers, veterinarians, teachers,
mothers or whatever they want. Children of the Night, which has been around since 1979,
relies exclusively on private funding because government restrictions that come with public
funds -- to the minimal extent there are any real public funds for residential homes for
prostitution victims -- are often counterproductive to the children's best interests. While
Backpage's financial help -- unlike the unique resource of advertising on their website -- could
be replaced by other donors, the fact is that we could not survive without supporters like
Backpage.
I have worked in this field my entire adult life. Child prostitution existed long before
Backpage or the Internet. Backpage is not the cause or even a cause. Backpage was
an opportunity to better attack the problem. Today is a sad day.

